5.17.  General Instruction for Witnesses Needing Special Caution

You have heard testimony from ___________________ who:

· received immunity; that is, a promise from the government that any testimony or other information he or she provided would not be used against him/her in a criminal case.

· received benefits from the government in connection with this case, namely _______.

· has admitted [been convicted of] lying under oath.

· stated that he or she was involved in the commission of the offense as charged against the defendant.

· has pleaded guilty to an offense arising out of the same occurrence for which the defendant is now on trial. His/ her guilty plea is not to be considered as evidence against the defendant.


You may give his/her testimony whatever weight you believe is appropriate, keeping in mind that it must be considered with caution and great care.

Authority: Seventh Cir. Pattern Instruction 3.05(2012).

Note: The comments of the instruction committee of the 7th Circuit on this issue are extensive, and because of the difficulty of getting such instructions in Indiana as singling out a specific witness, the comments are included with this manual as Appendix G.

