6.18.  Accused’s Prior Statement - Admissiontc "6.18.  Accused’s Prior Statement - Admission"

An admission is a statement made by an accused other than at [his] [her] trial that tends to prove the accused's guilt when considered with the rest of the evidence.


You are the exclusive judges as to whether the accused made an admission, whether it was reported accurately, and whether it is true in whole or in part.

[Evidence of an oral admission of an accused should be viewed with caution.]

USE NOTE: (From authority)


When the accused testifies, the need for this instruction is largely negated.  By giving an explanation or denying that the potentially incriminating statements were made, a defendant focuses for the jury the reasons why oral admissions are to be viewed with caution.  Further instruction to view admissions with caution is tantamount to a comment on the evidence.  When the defendant does not testify and no evidence is presented that points to the unreliability of the defendant's statements, then this instruction should be given.


The last sentence of this instruction should not be given over the objection of the defendant.  This will avoid improper judicial comment where the defendant's out-of-court admission is exculpatory. See Alexander v. State, 611 P.2d 469 (Alaska 1980); Stork v. State, 559 P.2d 99 (Alaska 1977). 
Authority: Alaska Pattern Instruction 1.27 (2007)
