15.15.  Judges Of Law - Alternative 2

The matter that you have been selected to sit as jurors for is a criminal case.  In a criminal case, the determination of the admissibility of the evidence is a function alone of the trial court, but the weight of the evidence, the inferences to be drawn from the facts proved, and whether the accused has violated any law are matters exclusively for the jury.

In your deliberations, you may consider the constitution, the common law, the statutes, the decisions of courts of last resort, the instructions of this court, and the arguments of counsel in determining the law.  You may interpret the law in light of the facts adduced.

Authority:   Pritchard vs. State, 248 Ind. 566; 230 N.E.2d 416 (Ind. 1967); Bryant vs. State, 205 Ind. 372; 186 N.E. 322 (Ind. 1933); Juskulski vs. State, 206 Ind. 503; 190 N.E. 423 (1933).

