15.17.  Duty of Alternate Juror in Deliberations

[Mr.][Ms.] [name of alternate juror], you have been selected as an alternate juror.
 
Your duties are the same as those of the regular jurors, except you must not participate in the deliberations or voting of the jury unless I direct you to do so.
 
The foreperson shall prevent alternate jurors from deliberating or voting with the jury. The foreperson shall promptly report any violation of this instruction to me.

Comments:  Use this instruction when allowing the alternate juror to retire with the jury during deliberations.

Alternates are permitted to discuss the case before deliberations begin. "[J]urors, including alternates, are permitted to discuss the evidence among themselves in the jury room during recesses from trial when all are present, as long as they reserve judgment about the outcome of the case until deliberations commence." Ind. Jury Rule 20(a)(8).

