1.5.  Admonition Prior to Trial  - Alternative 1


You have been selected as jurors and you are bound by your oath to try this case fairly and honestly. From now until the end of the trial when I send you to the jury room to decide this case, it is important that you follow certain instructions.


First, do not permit any other person to discuss the case in your presence.  This instruction applies to all persons, including members of your family, friends or relatives, courtroom spectators, witnesses, newspaper reporters and parties in this case.  If anyone talks to you about the case or attempts to discuss it with you, break off your contact with that person and report the incident to me as soon as you are able by passing a note to the in-court clerk or the bailiff.  You should not discuss with your fellow jurors the fact that anyone tried to discuss the case with you, nor should you discuss with them any other fact that you feel is necessary to bring to the attention of the court.  Simply tell me about it.


Second, although it is a natural human tendency to talk with people with whom one is thrown into contact, you must not talk about any subject with any of the parties or their attorneys or any witness in this case during the time you serve on this jury.  By this I mean not only that you must not discuss the case, but that you must not have any discussion whatsoever, even to pass the time of day.  If you find yourself in a courthouse corridor, elevator, restaurant, or any other location where the case is being discussed by attorneys, parties, witnesses, or anyone else, you should immediately leave the area so as to avoid hearing such discussions.  In no other way can all parties be assured of the absolute impartiality that they are entitled to expect from you as jurors.  Of course, you may pass the time of day with your fellow jurors, but remember not to discuss your opinions about the case until deliberations begin.  


Third, do not conduct any investigations on your own or do any research, including internet research or using social media concerning the case outside of the courtroom.  Do not visit any locations where any of the events referred to in court may have occurred.  Remember that you are to decide the case only on the evidence presented here in court.


Finally, as I have stated before, it is important that you avoid reading newspapers, listening to radio reports, or watching television reports about this case.  You should inform me if you or any other jurors see or hear news reports or other comments or reports about the case.  It is important that you do so.

Authority: Alaska Pattern Instruction 1.02, revised 1999; an additional point of instruction has been removed as it conflicts with Indiana Jury Rule 20(a)(8).

Note: This instruction is rather lengthy and you may wish to shorten it, but it does have some good and everyday language in it which the IN Pattern instruction does not.

