1.18.  Information and Presumption of Innocence - Version 2


As you were told during the process of your selection, an information in a criminal case is merely the accusatory paper which states the charge or charges to be determined at the trial, but it is not evidence against the Accused or anyone else. Indeed, the Accused has entered a plea of Not Guilty and is presumed by the law to be innocent. The Government has the burden of proving an Accused guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, and if it fails to do so you must find the Accused not guilty.

You must put from your minds all suspicion that arises from the arrest, charging, and trial of the accused and must reach your conclusion regarding the guilt or innocence of the accused solely from legal evidence received at trial.

Authority: 11TH CIRCUIT PATTERN JURY INSTRUCTIONS - CRIMINAL Trial Inst. 1.2. [Preliminary Instructions Before Opening Statements (Long Form)] (1997).] and Vaughan v. State, 446 N.E.2d 1,3 (Ind.Ct.App. 1983).
Note: This instruction could not be located in current 11th Cir. instructions.

