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[bookmark: _GoBack]Under the law of this state, a person charged with a crime is presumed to be innocent. This presumption continues in favor of the accused throughout the trial of this cause. To overcome the presumption of innocence, the state must prove the Accused guilty of each essential element of the crime charged, beyond a reasonable doubt.

	The Accused is not required to present any evidence to prove his/her innocence or to prove or explain anything.

	You should attempt to fit the evidence to the presumption that the Accused is innocent.

	If the evidence in this case is susceptible of two (2) constructions or interpretations, each of which appears to you to be reasonable, and one of which points to the guilt of the Accused, and the other to his/her innocence, it is your duty, under the law, to adopt that interpretation which is consistent with the Accused's innocence, and reject that which points to his/her guilt.

	You will notice that this rule applies only when both of the two possible opposing conclusions appear to you to be reasonable.  If, on the other hand, one of the possible conclusions should appear to you to be reasonable and the other to be unreasonable, it would be your duty to adhere to the reasonable deduction and to reject the unreasonable, bearing in mind, however, that even if the reasonable deduction points to defendant's guilt, the entire proof must carry the convincing force required by law to support a verdict of guilt.

Authority: Robey v. State, 454 N.E.2d 1221 (Ind. 1983); Lee v. State, 964 N.E.2d 859 (Ind.Ct.App. 2012) (an instruction which advises the jury that the presumption of innocence prevails until the close of trial, and that it is the duty of the jury to reconcile the evidence upon the theory of D’s innocence if they could do so, must be given, if requested); Matheny v. State, 983 N.E.2d 672 (Ind.Ct.App. 2013) (jury was not instructed that the presumption of innocence prevails throughout trial).

