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	Generally a police or law enforcement officer has no more right to enter private property than any other stranger.  However, a police or law enforcement officer may enter onto private property and approach a private residence to conduct an investigation or for legitimate business. The police or law enforcement officer is not permitted to go anywhere that a stranger or uninvited visitor would not be expected to go, and must use the most obvious and normal routes of access to and egress from the residence and stay within recognized means of access, which in most cases is the most direct and recognized route to and from the front door of the residence. 

	If you find that police or law enforcement officers entered onto private property and into an area where they were not permitted to go, then you must find that the police or law enforcement officers were not lawfully engaged in the execution of their duties.

Authority: Adkisson v. State, 728 N.E.2d 175 (Ind.Ct.App. 2000)

Related instruction (Unlawful entry by police):

	When police or law enforcement officers enter onto private property and approach a private residence to conduct an investigation or for legitimate business, citizens have a right to refuse to respond or to answer their front door. This refusal to respond or open the front door does not give police or law enforcement officers the right to proceed to other areas beyond the recognized means of normal access, which in most cases is the most direct and recognized route to and from the front door of the residence.

Authority: Cupello v. State, 27 N.E.3d 1122 (Ind. Ct. App. 2015); Harper v. State, 3 N.E.3d 1080 (Ind. Ct. App. 2014) (officers lied to gain unlawful entry into Harper’s home); Divello v. State, 782 N.E.2d 433 (Ind.Ct.App. 2003); Cox v. State, 696 N.E.2d 853, 858 (Ind. 1998); United States v. Berkowitz, 927 F.3d 1376, 1387 (7th Cir. 1991).
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