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	It is an issue in this case whether the accused acted within the scope of his legal authority to discipline his child.

	A person is justified in engaging in conduct otherwise prohibited if he has legal authority to do so. The defense of legal authority includes reasonable parental discipline that would otherwise constitute the crime of battery. 

	The law is well settled that a parent has a right to administer proper and reasonable chastisement to his child without being guilty of an assault and battery. 

Authority: Mitchell v. State, 813 N.E.2d 422, 427 (Ind.Ct.App. 2004); see also IC 35-41-3-1; Carter v. State, 2016 Ind.App.Lexis 427 (Ind.Ct.App. Nov. 30, 2016).
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