11.7.  Expert Testimony - Weight


The jury is not bound by the definitions or conclusions of experts who have testified as to what is a mental disease or mental defect. 


Mental disease or mental defect includes any abnormal condition of the mind which substantially affects mental or emotional processes and substantially impairs behavior controls. Thus, you are instructed to consider expert testimony in light of all other testimony presented concerning the development, adaptation and functioning of the Accused’s mental and emotional processes and behavior controls and not necessarily accept the ultimate conclusions of the experts as to the accused's legal sanity or insanity. This is your decision and only your decision.  You must decide the extent of the accused's mental disability, if any.

Authority: IN Pattern Instruction No. 11.1500, Satterfield v. State, 33 N.E.3d 344, 348 (Ind. 2015).
